
Cuts, notches and holes  
in e-beam bearers and joists

technical
information sheet

Introduction Cuts, notches and holes in Wesbeam e-beam bearers and joists can be made 
in accordance with AS1684.2:2021-Residential timber-framed construction – 
Part 2: Non-Cyclonic areas.
Cuts, notches and holes shall not exceed the sizes, nor be at closer spacing 
that those outlined below.

Cuts and Notches D/2 max.

D/4 max.

100 max.

notch may be 
over support

D
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(b)

D/4 max.

D
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D/4 
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D
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6D min.

D/8 or 25 mm max.
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D
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notch may be 
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D/2 max.

D/3 max.
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Holes

(f)

D/8 or 
25 mm 
max.

D min.

D, less than 
200 mm

No min.

D/8 or 
25 mm max.

NOTE: Not more than 3 
holes per 1800 mm of span

(g)

D, less than 
200 mm

NOTE: Not more than one 
hole per 1800 mm of span

D/3 min.

D/4 max.

D/3 min.

(h)

D, 200 mm 
or greater

50 mm min.

50 dia. max.

NOTE: Not more than one 
hole per 1800 mm of span

Not less than 
hole dia.

(i)

6B min.

D

B/4 
max. B


